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MR DANIEL RICCIARDO — FORMULA 1 COMPETITOR 

Statement by Member for Carine 
MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [12.54 pm]: Daniel Ricciardo was born in Perth, Western Australia, on 1 July 
1989, and resided in the northern suburb of Duncraig. He attained his lifelong dream of competing in a 
Formula 1 competition when he signed with Hispania Racing on 30 June 2011 and represented Hispania at the 
British Grand Prix at Silverstone on 10 July 2011. Daniel’s love of racing developed from his involvement in 
karting at six years of age and he competed in his first race at the age of nine. By age 17, his achievements in 
that sport and the Australian formula championships earned him a scholarship to the Formula BMW Asia series 
in 2006, where he found success in his first season by securing two victories at Bira Circuit, Thailand, and a pole 
position at Zhuhai International Circuit, China. This success placed him third in the BMW drivers’ championship 
of that year and he was offered a seat in the Italian–based 2007 Eurocup Formula Renault 2.0 season. By the end 
of 2008 he took his first European title and finished second in the Eurocup Formula Renault 2.0. 

Now supported by the Red Bull Racing junior program, Daniel moved to the British Formula 3 Championship in 
2009. He found success by being the first Australian driver since David Brabham in 1989 to win the British 
Formula 3 title. His foray into Formula 1 racing began when he tested for Red Bull Racing at Circuito de Jerez 
over three days from 1 to 3 December 2009. Although Daniel, who is the first Western Australian to start in an 
F1 race, did not find success on the podium at this year’s British Grand Prix, he achieved his goal of finishing 
the race. He will take much from his performance and will now look at how he can consolidate his position in 
Formula 1 driving. Daniel obviously has a big future ahead of him and we wish him every success in his career. 
He has certainly come a long way since his mum used to pick him up early from school to drop him off at 
Barbagallo Raceway where he would do laps in some old Formula Fords! 
 


